
Legislative Report #1-- 2016 Legislative Session.

The 2016 Legislative Session got off to a rousing start. (just kidding!).

It was a very typical start. A lot of speeches by the Governor, presiding officers
and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. An introduction of the budgets (more on
that later) and a sprinkling of first readers. There were only two calendars (both in
the House). Nothing of note has moved though I remind you of several bills that
are still alive from last session.

There are several bills dealing with guns that COULD move but for now, it does
not seem plausible. Earlier this week you may have seen the Speaker come out and
strongly oppose a bill to outlaw (no pun intended) assault weapons. Yes they are
legal in Ga. in a manner of speaking. I assume he did this, 1) knowing it would
never pass anyway and 2) allowing him to oppose these other guns bills.

The religious freedom bill is still alive but in my opinion it is DOA.

That leaves the budget. There are two to pass. One is the bill amending the current
FY and then the one creating the spending for FY ‘17. As in the past, I am
reviewing it thoroughly and will give a separate communication after I have
finished but for now here are a few highlights. It is set at 23.7 BILLION dollars
and is a record amount for the state. This shows how the economy has picked up,
at least as it relates to paying and collecting taxes. There is more money in
education across the board but is still short some 166 million dollars in making up
for the cuts of the past decade. For higher ed it is the same song, more money but
still short of the One Billion Dollar cuts, and even more short for us. There is
money for pay raises again and the Governor has set a round 3% for everyone. We
will see if the General Assembly ultimately agrees with that.

They will be out until the 20th and will resume a full schedule then.

Please let me hear from you and I look forward to these discussions in our Spring
meeting, which will be held while the session is still going.

Steve Anthony


