
Final legislative Report 2017 session

The gavel dropped (or banged) past midnight on March 31st, 2107 signifying no
more bills could be acted on this calendar year in a regular session. As an aside, I
am one of those who strenuously believes the day must end at midnight; therefore,
any action taken past that point is illegal. Why someone has not filed suit on that is
beyond me.

As with most every session there is good news and bad news. On balance, taken as
a strict count of bills, I think it was a good one. Measured as a qualitative
assessment, it was break-even at best.

There were three major bills affecting “life on campus” for all of us; students,
faculty and staff and administration. HB280 has passed but it has virtually all the
exceptions in it that the Governor had mentioned. This does not mean he will sign
it but it certainly has moved in his direction. There are so many exceptions that I do
not know how it will be enforced. I am not a student of physics but I do not know
how you can have a gun on your person legally at point “A” and move 20 feet to
point “B” where you cannot have it legally and be expected to dispose of it.
Continue to let the Governor know you appreciate his action last year and
hope he does the same again this year with another veto.
HB37 also passed but this may be moot due to activity at the federal level. In
essence, it penalizes private campuses if they are a “sanctuary”, but since none are
right now (I have been told), it has the effect of preventing from one from being so
hence forth…if the Governor signs this.
HB51, campus assault, failed but is alive for 2018. 

Various attempts at “religious freedom” all failed.

There were a number of other bills that would, in the opinion of many of us, have
an adverse effect but they all did not pass.



Just a last word on the budget. As I mentioned several times before, it is on balance
a good budget. Coming in at 25 billion dollars, it continues to replenish the
massive cuts to higher ed over the previous decade under the direction of the new
Secretary of Agriculture. It increase pay, increase the state contribution to health
care and increases the retirement contribution from the state. There is still a way to
go but they have been going in the right direction for the last two years.

Lastly, a reminder that our work in not over regarding legislation. Our HB218, the
one-time switch from ORP to TRS, is scheduled to be heard sometime this spring.
When I find out the meeting date, I will send something out and ask for you to
contact the members of the House Retirement Committee. Also, do contact the
Governor on HB280.

I will close with this quote from the Noble prize winning poet, Bob Dylan. 

“Come Senators and Congressmen, please heed the call; don’t stand in the
doorway, don’t block the halls, for he that gets hurt will be he who has
stalled; there’s a battle outside and it’s ragin’…I’ll soon shake your windows
and rattle your walls…
…For the times they are a’ changing…”

Time to rattle some walls!!!

Steve Anthony
scanthony@mindspring.com
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