
Legislative Report #3 2016 session

The General Assembly met four days this past week and now have completed 12.
They will meet three days next week.

The House passed the amended budget for 2015 by adding ONE BILLION dollars
to the already decided spending plan from the year before. This is not a surprising
amount as the Governor had a low budget estimate and the economy is rallying
even greater than anticipated. So the almost 24 Billion dollar budget for FY 2016
is not that much more.

The pace of introducing legislation slowed a bit but the quantity was more than
made up by the “quality”.
Several more bills were introduced on guns. One is a great piece and is a
centerpiece around the country, in my opinion. It (HB843) closes a loophole that
allows gun show gun sales to be done without a background check. It will never
pass, regretfully. HB841 deals with safe use of guns and can be a vehicle for the
BAD one. Speaking of the big, bad one, HB859 allows guns on campus. It does
require the holder to be 21. This may prove to be a placating maneuver. Could be a
problem for us.

A couple of points and bits of information. The Speaker is for this as he was
before and I predict it will pass the House. Then it will be changed if not killed in
the Senate. Then it will go to conference committee, if not killed, and not get sent
to Governor. Sound familiar? I could be wrong and we need to take action but it is
a similar play from last time. Also, remember that the BOR, college Presidents and
the Chancellor are against this bill.

Here is what I suggest we do. Also, HOW to do this. Do not overreact, do not
make any communication personal to them and do not assume everyone is for it.
Send them a communique ( the more personal the better and do not do mass, same
language emails, etc.) asking for its defeat by citing any and all (but short)
reasons. Offer to discuss if they want to. Don’t go overboard and most of all
remember that this is a long process with many steps and all we need is one step
that creates failure.
Please let me know if I can help any of you and if you have any questions.

Steve Anthony 


