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There are now “only” 16 days left in this year’s session, which is when the danger
time starts.

Not a lot of bills introduced but there was a lot of activity. The Governor has once
again given an emphatic NO to ANY “religious freedom” bills. He also has stayed
quiet on the gun bills and that can mean one of two things. All leadership has
reached an agreement or the Governor is waiting to see what happens in the event
he does not have to come out against. In other words if nothing passes he is clear.

There were some actions this week that I want to draw your attention to. I am fairly
confident none of these bills will pass but their introductions are strange, in many
ways. One is HB471 which sets up a criteria for free speech zones. A process is
spelled out but then the bill says anyone can do it anyway. It also retains admin
input but which can be by-passed. I do not know yet the BOR position, but I can
guess. The really interesting part of this bill on this subject (and there is another I
will get to in a second) is that this says anyone can say what they want without
reprisal. I am paraphrasing. That would include FACULTY…which means no
more attempts to stifle classroom lectures! The other part of the bill makes paying
student fees voluntary. That will never go through.

The others are all introduced by the bane of the Senate, Sen. Josh McKoon. SB209,
SR252, SR253. None of these will pass. One creates a Faculty Advisory Council to
give input to BOR and same for students. The Council bills are good ideas in my
opinion and I am frankly shocked he did this. I suspect he did it to tweak their
noses more than really wanting this. Another reduces the size of the BOR and calls
for them to be elected. The third puts a student on the BOR. No faculty but only
student. Again, I have not heard BOR’s position. Some of you that have been
around a long time will remember we tried to get a faculty on BOR and it made it
about half-way before being killed.

Please feel free to continue to reach out to me and hope to see all of you in Macon
on the 18th.

Steve Anthony




