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As we slowly trudge along, 24 days have now been completed. This report includes all activity
except First Readers for the 19th, Friday.
The amended budget has been signed by the Governor and the FY’17 budget will pass the House
today. More on it in a minute.
The “campus carry” bill, HB859, has passed committee and in all likelihood will pass the House
next week or so. We have to pick our battle fields and that will be in the Senate. You will notice
not much will be done “out in the halls” by the people who oppose this. It is a done deal in the
House. It is a long way from getting to the Governor however so do not despair. Continue to
contact your Senator with requests to oppose.
SB 270 has passed the Senate. This allows any retired law enforcement official to continue to
carry a licensed gun. I see no problem with this generally and, if you agree, can be cited by you in
discussing HB859 as “proof” you are not unilaterally against guns. Any common ground that can
be established is helpful for whatever argument you will make.
No other bills we are following are moving.
FY’16 budget. This is a $23.7 Billion budget. Largest ever and, of course, we have over 10
million people in the state now. Money continues to be added to education, at both levels, but the
state is still $166 Million short in Education from where it was before the cuts started under
Sonny Perdue. The Governor included $55 million in raises and that was increased to $59.8
million by the House. This also is to be spent on retention and compression in the higher ed
category. We are still behind in dollars compared to 10 years ago. Overall, there is a $101 million
increase in budgeting, so that shows how nuch was cut, which you are all painfully aware of. Ten
years ago we ranked fourth in the S.E. in money for FTE. Now we are 9th. Since 2001 we are off
34% per FTE. While we have more students, we have less money in real dollars much less per
capita. In the ‘90’s, tuition covered 25% of costs, now it covers 50%. BY THE WAY, the BOR
voted this week to freeze tuition increases for this school year.
So overall, it is a mixed bag. The hole that was dug was so deep that, even with backfill, we are
still WAY behind where we were 15 years ago. It will take many more years to get back ahead
from that point at the start of the 21st century…and that assumes money keeps coming in and is
plugged into this budget category. Nevertheless, “progress” is finally being made.
Let me continue to hear from you.


