
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

As promised in my column in the Fall, 2017 newsletter (found elsewhere on this site), I have some
significant updates to share with you as we anticipate legislative activities in 2018.

#1 It appears that attempts will be made to loosen the new "guns on campus" law by allowing guns
everywhere; in other words, proposals will circulate to remove the restricted areas language.

#2 The federal tax bill is now law and will be effective 1-1-2018. There had been many provisions in the
House version that would have removed tax advantages for students at all post-secondary and graduate
levels.  These have been removed so the laws as they were in 2017 are still in effect.

#3 Because of the existence of the federal tax law, the state budget can now be finalized.  It appears
this will take some more time so, in the interest of getting this out to our members, we will wait for
further word on the state budget, which will be severely affected by this federal tax bill.

#4 A request has been made for our HB218, providing for a one-time move from ORP to TRS, to be
heard in the House Retirement Committee the first week of the session. Starting January 1-8, a gentle
outreach to each member of the committee would help.  This should be accomplished by individual
AAUP members contacting anyone who happens to be THEIR representative.  If none serve in this
capacity, then contact all Democratic representatives and simply ask them to move the bill out of
committee for a full House debate. It would be best to not get into a detailed discussion of the bill, but
simply request it be moved out of committee.

Steve Anthony

House Retirement Committee Membership:
  Battles, Paul (Chair) (R)
  Kirby, Tom (Vice-Chair) (R)
  Watson, Sam (Secretary) (R)
             Members: Bentley, Patty (D); Benton, Tommy (R); Beverly, James (D); Buckner, 
                              D ebbie (D), Coleman, Brooks (R); Coomer, Christian (R); Gordon,
                              J. Craig (D ); Greene, Gerald (R); Lopez, Brenda (D); Maxwell,
                              Ho ward (R); Meadows, John (R); Thomas, Erica (D); Wilkerson, David (D); 
                              Williams, Coach (D).


