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This report will include the last two weeks through 3-6.

Last weekend many of us were at the Spring Conference at Wesleyan College. We
had a lively discussion on a variety of topics and were able to go over the
activities of the General Assembly from the previous week. We also benefited
from a tremendous sharing of ideas and information from different chapters.
This past week  the Legislature met four days and took Friday off. They have now
completed 25 days and will meet three days next week.

The anticipation is that the Session will last into the second week in April.
The House and Senate have passed THEIR version of the amended FY ’20 budget.
They restored most of the cuts asked for by the Governor. He will sign but he may
exercise his line-item veto power to cut again. Still no word on status of pay raises
in the FY ’21 budget. There has been renewed talk of further income tax rate cuts.
GO FIGURE!

On the general legislation front, HB1094 was introduced that extends the time for
paid parental leave for all state employees. HB 1084 was also introduced that
provides for an endowment for higher education faculty. I have read this a couple
of times and while, on it’s face it says some things, I have a hard time assessing
why to what problem it is trying to address. I will be talking to some other sources
to compare notes, but for now, I wanted to let you know about it being
introduced.

The other bills previously mentioned have not moved, except for HB 444, which is
on Governor’s desk.
 



I also want to repeat what we have mentioned many times in the past and
reviewed in Macon. As a citizen you can say anything you want about civic
matters under our Constitution and laws, as long as it does not violate other
prohibitions, ie., making violent threats for instance. What you CANNOT do is do
or say anything that insinuates that you are speaking in an official capacity as a
state employee. Even in the classroom. For the private institution members you
merely (and sometimes that can be draconian I know) have to follow your
Institution’s dictates.
 

Thank you and continue to reach out with your questions and concerns.
Steve Anthony
 


