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After reconvening June 15, the General Assembly has met all week…though this
report will not reflect any activity on June 19th.
Most legislation had “died” by the time they recessed March 12th

 but there are
still several items left to follow. And of course, the budget! More on that in a
minute.

The main bill we should be concerned about is SB318, another iteration of “free
speech zones” on campus. It has passed the House committee. It has been passed
by substitute and is very much like the version that passed a couple of years ago
with a few more onerous passages. These we hope will be enough to kill it.

Regarding the budget. The Senate has released their version of amendments to
the 2021 budget as sent by the House, sent some three months ago before the
effects of the virus were known. They have cut 11%, more or less, across the
board. After final approval in the Senate, the House will reject and then it goes to
Conference Committee. That should be more interesting than usual this year.
There are major differences philosophically between the two chambers. It does
look like the 11% will hold however, as opposed to the initial 14% announced last
month. Individual applications of whatever passes, on the local campus, is more
up to the admin there than what the General Assembly does.

There will be cuts and rumors of cuts aplenty. Make sure you confirm something
before saying or acting on what you hear. PLEASE reach out to any of your
Conference officers, in addition to me, to see what is fact and what is not.

There are now only 6 days left so time is short.



Thank you and stay safe.


