
Georgia Legislative Session
January 15, 2021

Legislative Report #1 2021 Session
 
Greetings for another year…following a year like no other in the past 100!

The 2021 General Assembly convened on January 11 and met for four days. On
Thursday, the Governor gave his State of the Union/Budget address where he
outlined his requests for spending for FY 22. He also touched on items in the
FY21 budget he would like to see changed. Much due to underfunding last year
given the unknowns coming from the virus. I will review the budget document this
coming week and have it analyzed in my report next week.

This coming week the legislature will be off due to budget hearings.

Several facts to remember. This is only a starting point, the General Assembly can
change the budget recommendations as they see fit. It never is what the Governor
asks. Not in the last 55 years anyway! Also remember that there will be a lot of
misinformation…surprise, surprise…so ask me or one of your Conference officers
about anything you may have heard. Lastly, let me mention a few items that are
already getting media attention.

The Governor has not mentioned pay raises but has said he wants $1000 "bonus"
for every K-12 teacher. Nothing about Higher Ed. He also has recommended
significant increases in education funding across the board and that DOES include
Higher Ed. No mention, but I will check, on adjustments to retirement or health
care costs or coverage.

The issue of the virus and teaching and so forth at the University level was
ignored. Along that line, I assume you saw where the Chancellor is retiring at the



end of the Fiscal Year, July 1, 2021. The BOR will select a replacement, but the
Governor will make it known whom it wants. That could come as quickly as
before July 1 or within a month or two. And, they would only be in place 18
months at the most before the results of the 2022 Governor's race was determined.

Other issues have not surfaced as yet but of course I will keep you posted.

One final note, for those of you who have gone to the General Assembly website
in the past to look up information. They have significantly changed the layout and
format. It takes a lot more "clicks" to get to where you want to be. You must know
what you are looking for to get the correct information. Good luck.

Stay tuned, stay involved and to quote the poet laurate of our time: "and the riot
squad is restless, they need somewhere to go… are we on desolation row?"

"But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes you are gonna have to serve
somebody. Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord, but you're gonna have
to serve somebody".

Steve Anthony


