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Greetings,

While the General Assembly did not meet in Session, they did have committee
meetings part of this week. Mostly on budget.

I will review what I know at this point on the upcoming FY22 budget…I will send
another report when we find more about the Amended FY21 budget.

This years budget has been set at 23.3 billion dollars. The current budget, FY21, is
at 22.7 billion but will be adjusted up or down before they adjourn for good this
year. Revenues have been coming in much higher than predicted (mostly because
the predictions were Armageddon-like), so look for increases.

That means the FY 22 budget will be more or less equal going forward. Meaning
also that it will still be less than the FY before the virus hit.

Also remember this is the Governor’s suggestion/request. It will be changed by
the House and Senate but they cannot adjust the overall size being pegged at 23.3
billion dollars by the Governor.

A refresher…the state budget, made up of only collections from citizens,
businesses, etc., is used to fund everything, almost, but that is another narrative.

Of the 23.3billion dollars to be spent, 39% will go to K-12 and 14% to Higher Ed;
20.5% will go to all categories related to health care, including Medicaid and
Peach Care.



Overall, the suggestion by the Governor does not include pay raises for anyone.
They have increased the employer share  to TRS and kept flat, essentially the
costs for health care. And I think that includes for retirees.

There is a reduction in monies allocated to teaching and I will let you know more
on that soon. I suspect it is tied to online teaching. Just remember, the contract
you are now working under is in full effect until June or later if you are on a 12
month schedule.

Generally this budget is very flat, not much movement up or down and I think that
reflects the fact so much is still unknown due to the virus

There is a palpable mood in the air of caution and mistrust. Not surprising given
the politics of this year. This may or may not bode well for good legislation but
generally what happens is, the rabble-rousers stir things up and eventually clam
heads prevail and the compromise is that nothing much gets done.

Stay tuned and thanks to all of you who enjoyed my musical verses…from Bob
Dylan, Noble Prize winner.
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