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Greetings,

The General Assembly went back into Session this week, for four days. That now
concludes eight days of the maximum forty they are allowed.

In anticipation of a possible shutdown due to the virus, the amended FY21 budget
passed the House. The final version, after Senate action and Conference
Committee work, should be over by end of next week.

This budget was passed last year when the guess was that revenues would be hit
hard by the shutdown and after affects of the virus. This is always an educated
guess at best and what actually happened was that revenues were down but not
near as much as anticipated. Therefore, this amended budget, at least passed by
the House, put back in some 60% of the overall 10% cut enacted last year. So a
recoupment of overall 6%. That amounts to $567million. The bulk of that went to
education…K-12! Good for them but not so good for Higher Ed. The rest went into
Health Department and other agencies either hit hard buy the cut or who needed
more because of the virus. It bears pointing out here that Georgia received over
one Billion dollars from the Feds to combat the virus.

All this brings back the FY21 budget to 26.6 billion dollars.

When this is finished they will turn their attention to the FY22 budget which I
reviewed last week.

There were a lot of bills introduced this week, but none that directly affect us.

And I am sure you have heard of the request by a legislator of the Chancellor
regarding how many classes taught on campus use terms like “privilege”,



“oppression”, “whiteness” and “masculinity”. We will see what he intends to do
with this information, which I am not sure yielded much of what he was looking
for.

Things will start to heat up more in the coming weeks…assuming they can meet
without interruption and we will keep you posted.

Let me know what you are hearing and anything we can do to help and stay on
top of things.

Take care.

Steve Anthony


