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I could say this has been a mundane Session…but I will not! Not because it has
been active on the Higher Ed front, it has not, but because there has been so
much going on elsewhere that affect us as citizens.

As of today, March 12, where they are in recess, there are 9 days left in this year’s
Session. Here is where the real fireworks take place.

But on strictly Higher Ed issues, there is some good news. HB1-so called “free
speech” legislation did not make it out of the House in time so it is in a coma for
this term. That does not mean the language cannot show up in another bill. For
that reason, we keep a diligent eye out. Same for SB7—a carve out for Research
Universities for tuition reductions.

In the same boat, but on a less positive note, HB644-creating a 20 hour minimum
work threshold to waive grad student fees is also in abeyance.

The ’22 FY Budget is in the Senate and will take up the vast majority of the oxygen
in efforts in these last 9 days. We still see no indication from the leadership,
including the Governor, to include pay raises.

On a final note, I am sure you all know that a ton of money is coming to Georgia
from the recently passed latest relief Bill. There is a lot of talk about how to spend
this and, in fact, when to get together to do so. The General Assembly will want to
have a say, as they should, and so this might create some confusion and
disagreement between them and the Governor. Stay tuned.



Take care, stay safe, get your shot and see you at the end of the month at our
Spring Conference.

Steve


