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One week ago, the General Assembly concluded its work for this year, with a big
assist from the Governor. The House and Senate many times found it difficult to
get on the same page. And many times to do so with the Governor. 

Nevertheless, with the GOP being in control of the Executive as well as the
Legislative branches, whatever they decided on was what they wanted. The
Democrats had no input or effect.

This is not to say that progress was not made in some areas. However, there was
no progress in other areas, especially education.

The federal government will be sending money soon to assist with the virus
recovery. The leadership chose to use this in place of replenishing the state
treasury against prior cuts. Now this money will be used to do so, so the net
effect will be less than it could have been.

In higher ed, there were a number of bills introduced which marginally or directly
affected us. None passed this session. None were defeated outright however so
watch out next year. Some could have been helpful and some would not. SB7
would have required at least 90% of early admissions be offered to Ga. residents
to Research Universities. HB1 would have created through language, again, an
environment on campus that allowed “free speech”…when in fact, it does just the
opposite.

As for the budget, considering the size, very little was done in adjustments.
Restoring cuts, which is what they did under the direction of Gov. Deal, stopped.
Adding cuts were not done, so we slipped back some but I guess not as much as



we could have. No pay raises…for most all state employees and no help in
premium payments on health insurance.

As you know, the issue of safety in the classroom and on campus due to the virus
was ignored by the elected officials. The BOR did take measures but they were
not going to go beyond what the Governor would allow.

As you also should know, there will be a new Chancellor selected soon. Many
rumors flying so all I will say is we will keep you updated as we hear verifiable
information.

The overall economy continues to grow, through the collection of tax dollars, so
look for much activity next year, especially considering it is an election year.

The bottom line is…very little was done this year in an area of state government.
The reason being that the “overhaul” of election laws sucked the oxygen out of
the process to the point that many critical need areas were shunned…for next
year, if at all.

Taken together with last year, where admittedly, the virus wreaked havoc, the
first three years of the Kemp administration has had little to show. We are in a
mini-era where the best we can hope for is to prevent further damage. Sad but
the fact.

Take care, stay safe and stay engaged.

Please stay in touch with any concerns or questions during the balance of this
year.

Steve Anthony


